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AFFIDAVIT OF HANS FRITZSCHE 


Nurnberg, 1 January 1946 


I, Hans Fritzsche, at present a defendant before the International 
idlitary Tribunal, herewith declare and state the following after having 
consulted my defense lawyer: 


l, My name is Hans Fritzsche, I was born on 21 April 1900, at Boc 
Vestphalia, I attended the classical high school (ilumanistisches Gymnasium 
in Halle/Saale, Breslau, and Leipzig, Afterwards, I studied history, phil- 
osoply, And economics, 


2. I started my practical work in 1923 as editor of the Prussian Year- 
books (Economic-Political Review) (Preussiache Jahrbuecher) (Virtschafts- 
politische Rundschau), I held this position for about one year, ‘The pub- 
lisher of this periodical was Dr, ‘alther Schotte. 


3. I did not belone to any perty, efter I he¢ resigned in 1923 from 
the German National Peoples Party (Deutschnationale Volkspartei) in which 
I had been a member for hardly a helf year, In the years 1923 and 1.924, 
that means before I joined the Telegraph Union International News Amncy 
Company (Telegrafen-Union Internationalen Nechrichten Gemebdell.), I did not 
write for other papers or periodicals, 


d \ 
My way from the so-called Hugenberg Press to the Propaganda Ministry wes as 
follows: \ 


l. The Alfred Hugenberg Enterprises consisted mainly to my knowledge 
of the following enterprises or groups of enterprises: Universal Film Cor- 
poration (Universum Film Aktiengesellscheft (UFA)); Vere Publishing House 
Incorporeted (Vera Verlagsanstalt ¢.m.b.H.); Deulig Film Corporation (Deulig- 
Film A.-G.); Telegranh-Union Internstionsl News Incorporated (Telegraphen- 
Union Internationale Nechrichten G.m.b.H.)3 (abbroviated "T.U." and c ommonly 
called the Telograph Union. After the “olff Telegraph Aroney, the "T.U," was 
the most important nows agency in Germany); The Foreign Company (..uslends- 
Gen.b,H,.); Foreign Advertising Compeny (Auslends-inseigen-G.m.b.H.)3 Ala- 
Hacsenstein A Vogler Company (Ala-Haasenstein & Vogler G.m.b.H.)3; Darlehens 
iiutual Newspaper Bank (Zeitungsbank | ‘utuum Derlehuns A-G)(for investment in 
end credit for newspapers. This bank lso exercised control over a great 
number of daily newsvapors); Provincial Press Service (Wirtschaftsstelle der 
Provinzpresse) (‘ipro) (For producing printed corresmondence ond ready-made 
printed mts); ‘est End Publishing Company (Vestend-Vorlag G.om.b.H); German 
Picture Company (Deutsche Lichtbildgvsellsch’ ft). The Hugonberg Concern wes 
by far the lergest and most influuntial prose concorn in Germeny. Alfrod 
Hugenberg was a member of the German National Assombly -nd of the Reichstag 
from 1920 until after the seizure of power in 1933. He wrs chairman of the 
exucutive committee of the German Netional Peoples Party (Deutschn’ “ionelc 
Volkspertei) from 1926 until its dissolution in 1933, Ho become Rvich Linis ter 
of Loonomics in the Prepon Governmunt in 1932. He remminod a member of thu 
itlor Crbinst from 30 January 1933 up to the compl.te scigure of paver is March 
1933. 


» From 1924 until 1932 I wes editor vith the Tulegreph Union. The 

eph Union belonged to nad wes controlled by tho Alfred Hurunberg Enter- 

S. I vorked thro cs chiuf oditor of forvign letturs, + survice of for- 

gn erticles for Gurman newspapers. Busidus thet, I vrote lending articles 
almost deily for swviral domustie survieus of the same sublishinge concern 
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among which were cleo ruretion”ry. prpurs snd periodicals. 
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mostly dealing with the foreign political questions, frequently writing 
"Ginet, thy Treaty of Vorseillss, This Treaty at this time was being dis- 
cuasyd constantly in Geneve end other cities, The newepspers and periodicals 
which printed my articles bwlonged to all pertius recching from the Cuntrum 
(Zuntrum) "nd to the National Socialist Party, tlostly, however, they belonged 
to the so-cnlled Gunural Advurtising tyne (Genoralenzeigertyp), a itiddle- 
class, nationnl end modorate group of nuwspapers represented in almost ell 
munter Gorman provincinl cities, 


e" 


6. In thu Irte summer of 1932, probably in August, tho director of tho 

Tolegreph Union, Otto Mejor (Korvettun Kapitan a.D.), ceked me whether I 
would like to take over thu menngement of the Radio Nows Service of the so- 
callod ireless Service, Nejur hed boun asked by a mumbor of the Papen 
Government -~ whose name I do not know = to rulunso mo for this purpose, bo- 
erusu the incumbent editor nnd chief, Dr. Josef Raouschor, wa politically un- 
buarablo, After a first oxnminrtion I rujected this offur, Subsequntly, 

Dre Rasuscher, whom I had known for quite some tice and who was rlrendy my 
predecessor ns editor and chief for the forcign letters with the Telegraph 
Union, prid me a visit, He advised me to accest the assignment and promised 
mo to introduce me for some few months into * field which wrs untirely new 

to mes For my part, ho eskod me to help him to got r poss.t.ton rs n German 
correspondent abrond, Now I accepted the offer, dissolved the contract with 
T.U., with the condition thet I could return after one yoor, I siged a new 
contrect with the Reich Redio Corporation which mrnrged the \ireless Service 
(the Reich Radio Corporction wrs owned by the Reich end was maneiged under’ 

the supervision of r committee consisting of all prrtics). Dr, Racuscher 
signed r contract os Prris correspondent with the demoerntic Berliner-Tageblatt 
which wa owned by the Jewish Publishing House Mosse, 


Ze In September 1932 I begen to mrku brondersts to the German people 
undur the progrem crllod "Politierl Nuwsprper Revie." over the folloving 
stations: Deutechlrnd Sender, Stuttgert, Kounigsburg, Brusleu, Kouln, hy 
brordensts w.ru quotations of thu oninions of the nwvep pers of ell prrtics 
on current wvonte, ‘hile I worked only for the !ircluss Service, I wrote 


only infrequently rrticles for the Telegrovh Union. 


8, In Septumbur 1932, nssistud in ^ friendly wy by Dr. Reveuscher, I 
took ovur my nam office, I did not mku r single chenge in the editor's str ff 
or th. other kind of personnel. Among tie untiru personnel of rbout 30 persons 
thre were nbout five Jows "nd Jewosses. 


9%. I ws cequrinted with Dr, Goebouls since 1926, Apparently he had 
takon liking to me, bosidos the fact tint in my press \activitivs I had always 
treated the iintionnl Socir lists in 2 fric ndly wry until 1931. Already before 
1933, Goubbele, who wis the oditor of th: "Attack" (Angriff), a Nazi newspaper, 
hed froquently made flatter Lng remerks bout the form cnd content of my work, 
which I did'ns contributor of may "irtion-1" nuwsprpors and periodicr ds, 


10. On thy evoning of 30 Vente 19 no redio chivf Dressler-Androus 

ais collrborrtor Srdiln-inntru cpp: hed me upon ea of the National 
Soeinliste, the now Government prr sy declrred thrt thvir supurior, the 
propagandan. chisf of tho narty, Dr. Gocb 4 ws still engry ct me on account 
of an ossey under the title of "Poteunpr” n this article I hrd trken publicly 
& sharp >osition against H3 v Aftor hitler hed sont r tulegram of syuorthy 
to sov e Nazis sentenced on account of political murdor, Thor said Goubbels 
y Anzry on mccount of my position rgainst the Nezis concerning 
an orgrnisetionrl question, the umml’n"tion of wisich here would lend too far, 
thuy rdded thet Dr, Goubbels ruspoctod my public success since tle mrevious 
"utumn on the radio, nnd thet he would liku to kuap m if I vould comply with 


suv.rel conditions, 
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ll. I should dismiss imnudi-tuly yithout notice the Jows rnd also dis- 
miss the remaining vmployoes by 1 April 1933 in ordor to ruplece all of them 
by Party members, I refused the first by rvferring to contrrets rnd to the 
fact thet uxeupt for the Jewish editor Frenk, all Jews were only. technical 
cuxiliery employevs. liorvover, that pursonnel contracts were not signed by 
me but by the personnel division of the Reich Prdio Corporation which was 
superior to mo, As a matter of fact I succceded in that not a single Jew 
wos given notice, Nevertheless, during the following thrve months they wore 
looking for other positions bucruse of the demend of the Party ws not kept 
a secret, A Jewish secretary went to London, three of them found employment 
with the Publishing House Mosse, and Frank, through Racuscher's help, found 
work in Paris. All of thom got their salarios prid in full; several of thom, 
for instance the wife of ir, Frank, thonked me for the protection against 
this dismissal without notice, The dismissal of the other employees I hrd 
likewise refused, However, I agrued to the hiring of one Nationel Socialist. 
This was Sadilr-Mentau, Aftur this I ws left undisturbed far about two 
months with the exception of four to five assnuit—like (ucberfallartigen) 
visits by SA Troops, They slwnys asked to give news through the radio which 
I prevented with some troublo, From 13 January 1933 until April 1933 I gave 
regularly radio bronccasts, at least once weekly. In my radio speeches, I 
supported the conlition govornment, at this time consisting of German Netion- 
alists and National Socialists, 


12, About the beginning of April 1933, Dr. Goebbels,who in the meantime 
on 17 lirrch 1933 hed become Minister for Peoples Enlightmont end Propaganda, 
cnlLlod me, He proposed to trke out the “ireless Service from the Reich Radio 
Corporrtion rnd to bring it into his new Ministry, Dendlinc, the lst of May. 
At another meeting wo discussed the personnel which should be transferred 
into the liinietry. After a long discussion Dr, Goobbels agrved thrt almost, 
all editors could come with me, I remembor still the Dr. Kuchner, 
Zuntrum Party, snd “Bw, Thormeicr, member of no Party, who were token over. 

I beerme a mmber of the N.f.D.A.P. on th Let of Ley 1933 and rumained a 
N.S.D.A.P. momber until the collapse in 1945. hon I joined the Propaganda 
länistry I hà to hire only two secretaries who wero Party members, The two 
soereteries whom I thureby od to dismiss, iisses Kiepsch end Krueger, I 
placed with the Rvich Redio Corporrtion, vhure they wore still in higher 
positions nt the beginning of 1945. The editor Hartmann, & Social Democrat, 
I could place there likewise efter a certein period, where hu was still working 
until the end of th: war, The ditor ickvurt, E Domocrat, who had sone Jewish 
ancestors, I could not pl*ece immedirtely. For rbout one to two yuars he 

hed to fight vory hard as ¢ free lance writer. Then, howover, I could place 
him with the Transocean Agency, which wes under my official supervision. At 
the collrose he was still there in a good position. 


13. hen et the end of April 1933 I reported to Ur, Goebbels that I 
hed ‘nccomplished the reorganisation, which was based on meny technical 
"nd organisational changos, and when I askod him for his permission to 
return to my position with the Tulegreph Union, or to be permitted to 
work rs 2 Trau lence weiter, he asked md to stry., ly salary hed to be 
reduced from 1500 murks monthly to 700 merks per month, Things like 
thet hrppunud in the linistry "nd one could not „void it. But he wanted 
to add to my present work as cditor r. very intorosting task, nemely, the 
reorgnnisrtion of the veriöus smrll Germen News Aguncios such rs the | 
Transocenn Comprny, Europe Press, Fest Service Comprny (Zildienst G.megeH.) 
which hrd nerrly "ll gone to sleep. In view of this task, which to me as 
ns expert wis very interesting, I accepted his offer to join his !finistry, 
Next, ^s heed of the ‘ireless Service of the Reich Radio Corporstion, I 
entered the Press Division of the Reich !ünistry for Peoples Inlightenment 
end Propeg*nd: with the greeter pert of my staff. This is an honest 
presuntrtion of the circumstances under which I came into the Propaganda 
j „eny of my former collesguès from 
able to remein in their old positions or to 
Propngendr. Ministry. In some few cases I could 
f my government position. y former collergws 
inion ware rlmost without exception taken over in the 
Be), established by the fusion betwen 
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To clerify my functions end rulrtions -than the Propagande Ministry I here- 
with submit the following See 


lhe w mein division of the Proprgrndr Ministry for the spreading end 

contrél of news ws Bis "Pross Division of the Reich Cabinet" (Pressunlteilung 
der Reichsrugiurung) which wre -headed by Br. Otto Deitrich from the summer of 
1938 until Februcry 1915。 This division wes composod, since 1938, of throe 
sub-Givisions, nrwely: "Gormen Press Division" by fòr the most important 
end Irrgust; "Periodical Press Division"; end "Foreign Press Division", 
successive herds or tho Goen Press Division were Privy Counsellor (Geheinrat) 

citer Alexender Heide, from rbout li-rch 1933 until June 1933; Ministericl 
Counsellor (idnistericlret) Dr. Kurt Jahncke, from June 1933 until about 

1935; iGinisterir] Director (:änist vrirldireltor) Alfred Ingemrr Berndt, from 
about 1935 up ta 23. Documbur 1938; I myself, from 23 Dacembur 1938 up to 3 
November 1942; Iäinisturirl Counsellor ürich Fischer, from 3 November 1942 
until Februrry 1945; deniity herds of ths Germrn Prucs ENA on vere euccoss- 
ively: l'inisterircl Counsellor urner Stephan, from 1722 \ until about 
Ministerirl Counsellor Dr, Han 5 tege e +. from about the beginning 
1938 up to about June 1938; : from June 1938 up bas 23 December 


vi) period, from 1933 up to 19 bei ve Wre 
of the Germen Press Division to supervise the entire dom 
to provide it with dir.ctivus de which this division becrms 
instrument in the hands of the Gerurn State lerdership, 
Germen drily newsprpers wore subiuet to this control, Phe = 
Supervision cnc control, in the first purrs following 1933, 
pruss before the seizure 
Order (Nowsn Ordnung) of those 
th. service of enpitclistic specirl 
Administrative functions wherever 
wofession*l oesocittions "nd the Reich Press 
Gormon press wes untrusted to the 
Gurman Press Division held deily 
'inistry for the rupresartativis of 711 Germain nows- 
structions were given to the reprcsunt*tives of the 
These instractisne were trensnitted deily, almost without ee and 
mostly by te luphone, fron he cdquartere by br. Otto Detrich, Reich Press Chicf, in 


E Af 


e fixed strtenont, ; Sn=callud "Deily Parole of the Soen Press Chief". Before 
the stetemunt ws } Le h eq ch. Gurmen Pross Division submitted to 

him (Dietrich) tho current pross wishus expressed by Dr, Gocbbels rnd by 

other Ministrivs, This wes S- especiclly with the wishes of the 


a 


Foreign Office rbout hich Dr, ‘Dietrich alweys wented to make decisions 
parsonrliy or through his representatives at the huadqurrturs, Holmut 
Suendermenn end chivf editor. Lorenz, The practical usc (Auswortung) of the 
general dircetions (Ausrichtung) in detail was thus loft entirely to the in- 
dividurl vork of the individurl editor; theruforu, it is by'no menns true 
th-t the newsprpure “nå periodicals were 2 monopoly of the Gurmrn Pross 
Division or tn-t essays nnd lending crticlus through it (Gormon Presse Div- 
m had to be submitted to thu lünistry. . Zven in wor tines this hrppened 
in exceptionrl erses only, The luss important newspepers and puriodienls 
which were not represented ^t the drily press conferences recvived their in- 
Corse in r different way—by providing them either with rerdyemade rrticles 
end reports, or with - confidential printed instruction. Tho pubiicrtions of 
nll other officiel ngencivse were directed and coordinated likuwise by the 
German Press Division, To unable thu BR Tor oe to get requainted with the 
daily political problems of newspnpurs rnd t s these problems in grenter 
detril, the "Informntionskorrespondung" was issue Seet for puriodicrls, 
Later on it was taken over by the Periodicnl Press Division, The German Press 
Division likewise was in chrrge of pictorirl ruporting insofar as it directed 
the employment of pictorirl reporters rt importent cvents, Im this way, and 
conditioned by the current politierl siturtion, th. untiro German Pross wns 
made a permtnent instrument of the Proprennda liinistry by the German Press 
Division, ‘thereby, tin entire Gorman Proses wes subordinato to the politicrl 
‘overnmunt.e, This wos uxumplifiud by the tinely neursuring and the 


a 
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emphrtic presantrtion of such press polemics: ^s amnurred to De most useful, 
as shown for instance in th Ne! ho el struggle of the 
system urn (Systemzcit); th ho nuthoritarien 
states the prrty end int st volitics of the system eras the Jewish problem; 


$ 
"> weet PA wp P "e t DIE ) D 
the eonsrirrer oi orld Ja ` hu Bolshevistic dr ngor; the olutocratic 


Dumocracy rbrond; thu u problen gunerrlly; the church; the economic 
misury abrovd; the forcig: licy; And living space (Lebensraum). 


hiv und Loctorrt" nttachud 
; Division. This min suction employed rbout 30 people. 
mein section the basis wes lrig for th. entire work of the 
xy production of nuwsptper clippings, excerpts from end condensing 
ntunts of domestic ond foruign newspepers end periodicrls. The 
materiel thus obtrined wes nleo put at the disposrl to the nighest Reich 
thoritiss rugularly, rnd, if especirlly requested, “180 in single cnsus. 
n Another working group "Room 24" all new informrtion, inquirios, and 
ounter-questions wre centralized within * dry nnd night service established 
Here was the mrin nerve of the ontire division. 
the 
resentation of the orgrnizrtion and tasks of/Germen Press Division, 
describe my own position within the Propaganda Ministry: 


mentioned before, I joined the Press Division of the Reich 
n Mey 1933 as heed of the \ireless Service of the Reich Radio 

orporntion, At this time Dr. Goebbels suggested to me, as a specir list on 
news technique, the vstcdlishment nnd direction of 2 section "News" within 

the Press Division of his !inistry, in order to orgrnize fully and to moderni ze 
the Germen News Agencivs. In executing the assienmunt given to m by Dr 。 
Coobbels I took for my field the entire news ficld for the German Press and the 
radio in accordance with the directions giveh by the Propagandn Ministry, rt 
first with the exesntion of DNB, I achieved this ruorg“nizrtion and modern- 
ization with the assistance of the following persons, methods ond technical 
wins: (1) Exrminntion of the efficiency of the offices compared to foreign 
competition; (2) Improvement of their news supply; (3) Incrense of the funds 
granted by the Reich to these Bursrus from 400,000 to 4,000,000 marks; (4) 
Hiring of good exp_rts, for instence from the United Pross; (5) Speeding up 

the elebor-tion of news; (6) Sliminetion of Jelrying consorship; (7) Generous 
introduction of teletype ond rrdio-writing ("Schreibf unk"); (8) Within 
the Ministry for this purposs I hed not onv colleborrtor; (9) For Transocean 

T hired the chief editor von Homeyer, formerly in Criro; for Europe Press I 
hired the chief editor Roesgen, formerly in Peris, The directions of the 
Propaganda }inistry which I hed to follow wore essontinlly the following: 

(1) inerense of Germen news copy rbrond at sny cost; (2) No gratis offer to 
forsign newspepers in order to "void suspicion of propagnndas (3) avoiding 
muturl competition nt one "nd the seme place sbrosd; (4) Spreeding of frvornrble 
news on the interne] construction and punceful intentions of the Nrtionrl Soc- 
inlist system, At e Inter period, "baut, summer 1934, the fusion of the Telo- 
grrph Union ond of the Uolff Telegraph hgency(WeTeBe) (the most important news 
ngoncies) into D.N.B, was nchiuved by the then Reich Press Chief Funk, I 
was never chi.f editor of the news »gency D.N.B, nor wis I employed therein 

in enother enpreity. Chief editor, respectively director, of the German News 
Bureau (D.N.B.) uns to-my knowledge, from its establishment in about 1934 up 
to 1945, Dr. Gustav Albrecht, r former director of (ewei the former director 
of the Telegraph Union, Otto lejer, who at first was also genurrl mnnager of 
D.N.B., resigned loter on. Hund of the Redio Division of the Propaganda Minie- 
try wore successively to ny knowledge: Ministerial Counsellor Horst Dress Luten 
Andress, Eugen Hedemovsky, Alfred Ingemrr Berndt, Hans Gottfried Kriegler, 
"olfgrng Dieworge up to 3 Yovember 15425 and Inter up to 1945, I myself, ñs 
hozd of the "Suction News" I extended the business of Transocean agency end 
croeted sevurrl new modern short-wave senders, I intonsified th. retivity of 
the Burope-Press Agency ond I put the economic news informrtion within the 

| Fast Service Comany (Bildienst G.m.b.H,) on % new brsis,. Tho 
Trensoeunn 人 BEancy wes owned before rne eftervards by the Reich; it wes directed 
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editor Schredler. The Europa-Press was ovned before and afterwards 
Reich and was directed by chief editor Fleischer. The Fast Service 
vans (Dildienst Gem.beH.) was owned before and afterwards by the Reich and 
ected by Ministerial Counsellor Puhlmann, Around 1997 I Are ae 
d Murope and overseas foreign countries 
ice I cont listed 
wireless television radi: The task of the 
was therefore a purely journalistic, organizational 
lirectives were only given by the head of the press 
livision or by his d zate to the news agencies, 
12, 
wever, prolonged fron 
become a government employee of the lünistı mained ac te enployee 
ith mutual right of notice. I remember havin fused severa s, in 
Lti ointment as Government Counee: thus becoming a government 
ded by Dre Goebbels, l » however, I was so caught by the 
hich I could do in th eld of organizing the news fron 
d to my A gen as Superior. Government C 
nt eg, Dë. keeping the old 
ed during my activity within the 
Se the following After kay 


5 


a salary of 700 marks m 
to 500 marks for my work 
periodicals, Trom 1937, 
penca Winisiry, I drew, until 1945, a 
Superior Government Counsellor) up 
Director), Here has to be added the very 


^ 


1000 marks, After 1942 


l ee 
the directions by Im. 
n Press 
"Speed Service" 
ernment Counsellc )be lerungsrat) 
vy of persons, At th start it ed the 
foreign coun as Lever on, 
er 


rated o ollectin ater 


ance 


ress Division until 

ntioned day I belonged 

connection 
a fighting 


D 


wd Forces, 


Propagenda Compan 


the Bastern Thuater until October 1942 Duri: n period I made 
broadcasts only three or four time The acting 


` tne German Press Divi- 
ed . 4 Io WIR WT ve l WP ` ep VE ak We ` Të eg 
ion at that ı -riod was in the hands of my d out? a irich Fischer, Fischer became 
uy suce r on 3 November 1942 as head af the German Press Division, 


H3308 — 0009 





, As to the direction of propaganda concerring important foreign political events 
between 1936 and 1941 I am able to state the following: 


; 22s Since a long time before the outbreak of the war, all instructions 
given te the newspapers were summarized daily in the so-called daily parole 

of the Reich Press Chief, Also the fast instructions (Eilanweisungen) issued‘ 
in the meantime were always incorporated into the noxt scheduled daily parole, 
in order to guarantee its completness. Copies of this daily parole were 
mailed to cach Reich Propaganda Office (Reichspropagandamt). All leading 
papers recvived these directives which under the responsibility of the cnief 
editor had to be locked up end kept, 


sie In regard to the hina Des of the demilitarized Rhineland, on 16 
March 1936, no propaganda whatsoever was mede in advance. I, then chief editor 
of the Wireless Service, bereed of the expected action only on the eve of the 
invasion from Dr. Goebbels in the presence of Undersecretary (Steatssekretaer) 
Hanke, later Gauleiter of Silesie, Dr. Goebbels had me called around midra ght 
described the situation, and asked me to work out (herauszuarbeiten) over the 
radio as strongly as possible the Franco-Russ’an agreement as the foreign- 
political justification of the action, Besices that, he asked me to indicate 
that the Fuehrer did not consider the other treaties violated, and therefore had 
decided to keep them. For the Press, Similar instructions were received ty the 
deputy head of the Press Division, Ministerial Counsellor Stephen, in my presence, 
The then head of the press division, Ministerial Director Alfred Ingmar Berndt, 
wes already on his way to Cologne with some journalists whom he had called to- 
gether very quickly. I learned that only in the Ministry, Likewise on his 
wey to Cologne, together with some redio speciali sts, was the then Reich Broad- 
casting director Hadamovsky, Their current reports soon dominated press and 
radio, The action developed propagnndistically (nropagandistisch) on the n ext 
Gey without special instructions, I romember only that the question as to 
whether the French would march was not supposed to be mentioned and dis cis sed 
in the press, 


24, The propaganda in reletionship to the Dollfus: Putsch, which took 


place on the 25 July 1934, is sunmarized in the following ag I learned at 


noon about the Announcements which the rebels had smrond over the Vienna 
radio, After a cerafııl c:aminetion I Ee CS over tha radio by quoting with 

reserve. Dr, Goebbels reguostod mo to sprea er ion about the extension 
end success of the rebellion, which wes offered by the so-called Nazi state 
lender of Austria, Habicht, I refused this Goedert I had recognized his first 
See? d wong and cxagcernted, Subsequently, Dr. Goebbels reliewd 

> from my office and installed Hrbicht as rc sponsible for the radio 

He (Habicht) gavo information ovor the G rman radio stations which was intended 


to promote the Austrian rebellion movoment, hen by ov ning | the Putsch was 
wrecked, I was picked up from my apartment en egain took over my office, 


25« The incorporation of Austrir brought, however, same more complic ated 

problems, Since the Putsch failed neainst Dol fuss, it was forbidden for 

the press, with some few aes to occupy itsolf with Austria et all. 
Oniy shortly before the visit of Schuse! nigeg with clitler in February 1938, 
this prohibition was lifted and age but sharp ite appenred r bout the 
pe government. The Schuschnigg government was reprosch.d as beirg 
Sap, And with reliance upen para Toate eerst concentration 

-o Ul al Sa NOSTILC to rc Aftor the convers tion 
thore ebponred friendly articles, 


news about the sudden setting of a notional vote by Schusch gg 

, withheld by the Genen News Agency (D.N.B.) - 

iscussion with Dr, Dietrich,‘ press chiuf to 
Counsellor Aschmann, thén press c 

lensed information, In addition, instructed E Gurman newspapers 

to bring this information with big headlines, and te a r-mark it + n kandi =. of 
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y of the Rustrian National Socialists, ete, After tho accomplishment of the in- 

vesion, wich took place on the 13 karch 1938, the newspepers end radio wee full 
of the speeches which vero held end with rovorte by eye witnesses, The r@orts 
cemo from some dozen journalists who had quickly been called together and who 

ed been Sent in airplanes and cere to follow the so-celled Fuehrer column. A 
Complete collection of all mows issued in relationship to the whole action by 
the Gersan News Agency (D,N.B.) has been miblished in book form by Frithjof 
Melsen Tho end and surmerizetion of the entire Austrian "ction was then pre- 
santed in a roport by Gericke, which was issued in the D 

Newspeper under the slogen "Thus it does not go, Mir. Bundeskanzler," 

27, The most decisive issue was the role of Gorman propagende before the 

Munich agreement on the Sudeteniond, whick ws oceupied on 1 October 1938, 

This propaganda was directed by Berndt. ihe action, which ct first did not 
matt to me os an action, started, wt) phe lifting of the prohibition, which 
existed for yoars in the German press/semupyeing 2toolf critically with Czech- 
oslovakia, Since about the summer 1938 the Press vas asked in the daily 
directions to busy itself with the problens of the different netionelities of 

the population of Cuechoslovakia, another time with the Anti-German orientation 
of the policy of this State, etc, Esvecially carefully studied wes the 

entire forajgn press, from the standpoint of whether and how it rencted to the 
some questions. If some useful headings apnenred abroad, then by dir ection 

they were taken up by the entire German press; oF if it avverred more correct, 
they were taken up by one or another of the well-reputed newspapers or writers. 
The mission of Runciman offered especially good reason for this, Each time 
during a conference or discussion - Berchtesgaden, Godesberg, Muenchen - there 
was tranmitted to the press instructions for the most sensationel make-up of 
reports about the suppression or deprivation of the rights of Sudeten Germans, 
slso sbout reports on current incidents. These latter roprosented a very ticklish 
chapter, They were personally made by Berndt and given to the German News 
Agency (D.N.B.). He exaggerated minor events very strongly, used sore times 

old episodes as new, Thore even came complaints from the Sudetenland itself 

that much of the news reported in the German Press was untrustworthy. As & 
matter of fact efter the great foreign political success of Munich in Sentember 
1938, there ceme a noticeable crisis in the confidence of the Gern people 

to the trustworthiness of its press, This was one reason for the re-calling 
of Berndt in Deecuber 1938 after conclusion of the Sudeten action and for ny 
appointment as head of the Germen Press Division. Dovond this Berndt, by 

his admittedly sdecessful but still wimitive militery-like orders to the German 
press, hed lost the confidence of the German editors. 


28, The ection for the i end Morevia, which tock 
place on the 15 March 1939, while I vas head of the Geruen Press Division, was 
not prepared for such a long pe tod as the Sudöten ection, According to my 
nenory it eer in Fabrurrv ine T received the order from the Reich Press 

hief, Dr. Dietrich, which mas repeated as a request by the envoy Paul Schmidt 
of the Foreign Office (Ass); to bring tre attention of the press to the 
efforts for independence of Slovakie end to the continuod anti-German 
coalition politics af the Prague government, I did this, Tho'daily paroles 
of the Reich Press Chief and the press conference minutes at that time show 
the wording of the corresponding instructicns. Those were the typical 
headlines of loading newspapers onc the emphatic loading articles of the German 
daily press at that time: (1) The terrorizing of Germans within the Czech 
territories by arrest, shooting of Germans by the state police, destruction 
ond damaging of German homes by Czech gangsters; (2) the concentration of 
Czech forces on the Sudeten frontier; (3) the kidnapping, deporting and pere 
secuting of Slovakian minorities by the Czechs; that the Czechs must get 
out of Slovakia; (4) secret meetings of Red functionarice in Prague. Some 
few deys before the visit of Hachz, I received the instruction to publish in 
the press very emphatically the incoming news on the unrest in Czechoslovakie, 
Such information I received only partly from the German News Agency (DuN Ba le 
Mostly it came from the Press Division of the Foreign Office and some of it came 
"rom big newspapers with their own news service, Among the newspapers off ering 
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information was above all the Voelkischer Beobachter which, es I leaped later 
on, received its information from the Standartenfuohrer Gunter D'Alquen, He wes 
at this time in Pressburg, -I had forbidden all news agencies and newspapers to 
issue news on unrest in Csechoslovakir before I hrd seen it, I wanted to avoid a 
ropstition of tho very annoying results of the Sudeten action propaganda 
(Sudeten-Aktion-Proprganda) end I did not went to suffer « loss of prestige 
caused by untrue news, Thus, all news checked by me was admittedly full of 
tendency (Voller Tendenz), however not invented. After the visit of Hacha in 
Berlin and after the beginning of the irivasion of the German Army, which took 
place on 15 March 1939, the German press had enough material for describing 
those events, Historically and politically the evont was justified with the 
indication thet th® declaration of independence of Slovakia had required 
an interference and that Hacha with hie signature hrd avoided a wer and had req 
installed a thousand yoar union between Bohemia nnd the Reich. 


29. The action against Memel, which took piace on 22 March 1939, cane 
somewhat later, It was such a surprise for mo and for the press thet some of 
the representatives of the press quickly dispztched by me were only able t soe 
in Swinemuende the departure of the ship with which Hitler went to Hemels 


30. Very complicated and changing was the press and propagandistic 
treatment in the case of Poland. Under the influence of the German-Polish 
Agreement, it was generally forbidden in the Gorman press for many years to 
publish anything on the‘situation of the German minority in Poland, This re- 
mained also the case when in the spring of 1939 the Corman press was asked to 
become somewhrt more active as to 


on of the German minority still 

But during the sumer this problem was picked up 
again and created imiediately a noticerble sherpening of the situntion, namely, 
each lerger German newspaper hed for quite some time an abundance of material 
on complaints of the Germans in Poland without the editors having hed a chance 
to use this material. The German papers from the time of the minority discussion 
at Geneva, still had correspondents or froe colirborators in Kattewitc, Bromberg, 
Posen, Thorn, etc, Their material now came forth with ea bound, Concernin, this 
ur Toning Ceren asn so, upon the br sic of open ne vn out in the gr 
Grilo P ily oe, browht out Eh: follo. P ab ict LE: grand 6 
(1) Cruelty and terror egeinst Germans and the extermination of Germans in Poland; 
(2) Forced labor of thousands of German men ond women in Foland; (3) Poland, 
lend of servitude and disorder; the desertion of Polish soldiers; the increased 
infletion in Poland; (4) Provocation of frontier elashes uon direction of the 
Polish Government; the Polish lust to conquer; (5) Persecution of Czechs and 
Ukrainiens by Poland, The Polish press replied particularly sharply, ‘ten the 
German press during August wonted to wito with steadily increasing strongness 
against Polrnd, the urteriel for this wns only too easy to got. The Polish 
newspapers, especially the papers of the Polish Westmark Association, had made 
Simple-slanders before tho German pross, They wrote thet Germeny so far had 
‚ot had a real opponent;. that Poland, however » would remein tough and would 
show how the German armed forcos could only win in Flower \lers; how Germmy was 
only a giant on very slippery ground, ond how there would be a victorious battle 
of ennihiletion before the gates of Berlin, The German press quoted all these 
Polish reactions and recoived the order to trace this strong Polish language to 
the influence of the open British promise of Assistance, the so-called blank 
power of authority (Blankovollmecht), The German Press, at this time and also 
leter, hed the opinion that the Polish shormess was directed at the emm 
demands of ‘Hitler for Danzig and for a road through the Corridor, 


UO 





Sip Onl September, the day of the beginning cf tho battle against 
Polend, Hitler's speech in the Reichstee gave the instructions for the Pross, 
Sspecially as to the ticklish problem of the attitude of the “estern powers, 

On Saturday, 2 September 1939, lete in the night, I went home with the assurance 
given to me by Goobbols, by Dietrich, and by the representative of the Foreign 
Office, that there would be no wer, By the intermission of Mussolini, the German 
ermics wore to stop their advance, Germany, gland, and France hed accepted 

ie suggestion which should sive time for confgrence, On Sunday I wes called 
fron my bed by n telephone call "rom Goebbels, hastened to the Ministry, found 
there Dr, Goebbels before a microphone which wes already turned on, Dunb- 
founded, I took the manuscript which he ssked me te read, Only when reading 

it I noticed what was going on = the proclamations of the Fuehrer on the 
entering of the war by England and France, ‘shen I loft the microphone I 

found nunapous representatives of the press who were highly elarmed by the radio 
nous just reed by me, I hrd to hold a press conference, Quickly I tried 

to gst see orion*stion from Dr. Goebbels or Dr. Dietrich, from the Fuchrer!s 
house or from the Foreign Office, i received none, Thus, without inform tion 

or instructions, I wes forced to hold the first press conference in wer time, 
Therefore, I restricted myself to giving some words of consolation, of 

cournge, and of confidence in God to the press end highly perplexed journal- 
ists, rnd also to give some words of confidence in our cause which I et that 

time firmly believed to be just and conducted with a will for peace, 


32. During the period immedictely precoding the invasion of 
Yugoslavia, on 6 April 1941, the German press emphasized by headlines and 
Lending articles the following topics: (1) the planned persecution of Germans 
in Yugosloyie, including the burning down of German villrgos by Serbian sol- 
diers, also the confining of Germans in concentration canps, and also 
physical mishandling of German=-spenking persons, (2) the arning of Sorbian 
bandits by the Sorbian goverment; (3) the incitement of Yugoslevia by the 
“plutocrats" ngeinst Germany; (4) the increasing anti-Sorbian feelings in 
Croatiz; (5) the chaotic economic and social conditions in Yugoslavia, 


33. During the night from the 21st to the 22nd of Juno 1941, Rib- 

bentrop eclled mo in for conference in tho Foreign Office Building nt about 

5 ofcioek in the mrning, at which rerresonictives of tho domestic and foreign 
press wore present, Nibbentrop inforncd us thet the wir against the Soviet 
Union would start that same dey ond rsked the German press to present the 

mr zgsäinst the Soviet Union vs a prevenitctive war for thc defense of the 
Fatherland, ss a wer wich was forced upon us through the inmedirte denger 
of an attack of the Sovict Union against Germany. The claim that this wes 
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ventativc war was ister repented by the newsprpers which received 

3 daily parole of the Reich Press 
I, myself, hrve also given this presentntton of the cause of the war 
in my reguler broadcasts, 
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34, In Novombor 1942 a position, newly ostablishod by Dr. 
Goebbels, was conforred on me ~ Plenipotontiary for the Political 
Orzenizatiön of the Greato® Gorman Radio(Boeuftragtcr fuer die politische 
Gestaltung dog Grosedoutechen Rundfunks). At the same time I was also given 
tho direction of the "Radio Division" (Rundfunk Abteilung) in hie ministry, 
I held both offices until the German military collapse, 


35, Afound tho end of 1942, a growing importance attrituted 
to the Gorman radio in go¢uring support of the direction of the war by tho 
broad masses, The radie eppoared as the only instrument to fill the space 
behind the then far extondod Gormen ffonts; Thorefore e Folatfvely in- 
dopendent position was grented to the redic within the Reich Ministry for 
Poople's Bnglightonment and Propnzenda, While ay predcoccssorg as heads 

of the "Radio Division" had to teke into consideration, for example, the 
dcmeands of the Propagenda, Press, Foreign and Music Divisions, I finally 
managed tc drop such consideration, An oxeoption was consideration for 

the prose, After January 1943 I forced the press; by competition, to 
somewhat nore realistic newe informetion, However, in view of his mperior 
position with the Fuchror, the Reich Press Chief, Dr. Dietrich, kopt e 
priority (Primat) over tho Radio. Finally in February 1945, Dr, Gosbbeke 
Overthrow Dr, Dictrich, To an over growing extent in the field of radio, 

I beecane the sole authority within the Ministry. Ohne after the other I 
eliminated thosc efde-governments (Nobenregiorungen) which had disturbed my 
prodecossors, As Plonipotentiary for the Political Organization of the 
Groetor German Radio, I had authority only over the political domestic 
sendings, About six months later, in tho spring of 1943, I also took over 
control of the foreign sendings which were undor the direction of Dr. 
Winkelnkenper. About enotho? 6 months later I elso took over control from the 
hands of Ministerleldirektor Hinkel, tho misiceal pert of tho radio progran. 
In spring 1945 I eleo had the intention of taking under my control those 
sondings in Pastorn lenzuagos, which still wore under foreign direction. 
However, thie intention was not roalizced, In eny case in my performance of 
the office as hend of tho radio in the ficld of radio publicetion, I was 
dependent only in my decisions end mcesures upoh the following: the goenoral 
political directions; the personal supervision of Dr, Goebbels, sometine 
going into the deteils; the decisions of the redio-political dividion of the 
Foroien Office which eleincd leadership in the field of transmission in 
foreign languages. 


36, As fer es ny ectivity es heed of the redio division is 
eoneernod, I ettendod to tho followinz working fioläst (1) Planning and 
orfenization of the entire Gorman Redio and Television systen; (2) the 
{esuance of corresponding decrees to the wubordinste woetions, tho 
olcboration end eubuission cf suggestions for the othor agencios of the 
Roich Cabinet., In order to execeute these tasks the division was 
onsentially orzenized es follower (A) Radio-Connand (Rundfunkkommandostello), 
@ soction operating day and night, which received and transmitted orders 
to the verious sections of radio, and which acted on ite own decisions 
in case of sending or progrea troubles, etc. (B) The section Reconnaissance 
Service, crgnnized recording to working ficlds or countrics of origin, which 
geve extracts froù the gigentic quentitios of material of the Radio- 
Listenins-Sorvico (Rundfunkabhoordienst) with the nene Sechaus, (0) Section 

' Forcizn Radio (Rundfunk Ausland), a smell adninistrative unitwl t scinpy 
tasks, because the precticel work was done by mysclf in daily conferonces 
with the Head of tho Foreign Division Division of the Reich Redio Corporation 
(Reicherundfunkgoscllschaft). During my time in office a special section 
for the organization of radio, in ase of war, did not oxiet. Should if 
have existed before my time, in my opinion it could not hevo achieved ` " 
angthing. When I tock over the radio division, the most important transmitters 
had to limit their transmissions to a fow hours daily because of the lack of 
tubes, Only a few trensporteble senders had deen developed in prewar times. 
During the wer a fow tranaporteable sonders, improved end smaller, were 
developed for the front, (D) Section Radio-Eeononmy, This was in charge 
of constraction end supply of radio r eciving inetrunents, My office 
precticelly ropresentod the High Gommend of tho Germen radio, 


vn seus) IM MINI 








| on | 
TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT 30.3469-P5 
OFFICE OF U.S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL (CONT'D) 


37. To my knowledge all of my predecossors, es heed of the radio 
division, were also sinultencously heed of the Contrel Radio Office of the 
Reich Propaganda Dircetorete of the NSDAP (Reichsentsleiter Rundfunk der 
Reichspropagendeloitung der NSDAP), Personally I never reeetved this 
Party Job, bdeseuse I was always considered politicelly unreliable, I 
had acquired ny reputation and influonce as en expert, The Reichsant- 
leiter of Radio wes S.A. Drop Leeder Schacffor. I was unable to have ay 
wey es egeinst hin. Even more difficult for mo wes the fact that Dr. 
Goebbels gevo explo power to Reich Mein Office Leeder (Roleneheuptantloiter) 
Corff, the officer in charge of the culture in the NSDAP headquarters. 

This wes allowod out of concorn of the Netionel Socialist ideology in radio 
progrens, Cerff ceusod De the biggest difficulties until I custed hin 
efter o scendel caused by him in the middle of ell ay collaborators, Dr. 
Goebbols sent him to Italy in November 1944 eanddid not name a successor, 

I then folt froer es to the orgenisation of radio progrems, Subs«quently 
I rointroduced the Church service on the redio which hed been prohibited 
by ay predecessors, This wes done ir a round-about wey, by giving redio 
time for Catholic and Protcetant services in churehes ncer the front. My 
working field can be gummerisod es follows: 


To spread es far as possible the conecption of my government as to th 
ceuse, character end goel of the wer in Germany, in the occupied countries, 
abroad and even in onemy countrics as woll, To orgenize e redio progren 
as ertistic and entertaining as possible, to revive tho dwindling intcrost 
of the Gorman poople in redio end to grent then an opportunity to hoar as 
meny sendings es possible. 


38, Upon my suzrestion those diroctions and instructions which 
had boon fixed by me daily in writing woro transnittod by telotype to all 
Reich Propagenda Offices (Roichs Fropecendefmter). Those Roich Fropegandd 
Offices used those dircetions and instructions et their discretion and 
transmitted them frequently to their Geu loadors, This material consisted 
oft a) the so~celled radio parolo., This I worked out until 1943 or 1944 
after the daily morning conference with Dr. Goebbels together with a 
Poprosontative of the Forcizn Office andthe heed of the Foreiten division 
of the Propaganda Ministry. afterwards it was given verbatim by Dr, 
Goebbels; bd) the commonts on this, which were worked out by one of my 
Collaborators besed on e coment which I zeve orally at noon at the Radio 
Conference, Dr, Gochbels hineclf gave daily e hicshly confidential radio 
speech to the Geu leaders porsonally, which wee spoken through a microphono 
end extended over special trensuissions, In his absence, Undersecrotery 
(Steatssckretacr) Dr. Naumann acted for hin, If he wes absent, the 
radio speech was Gencelled, Dr, Gochbels elways rejected the suggestion 
made by the Undersecretary thet I should take over the represontetion. I 
ected frequently for him (Dr, Goebbels) in individuel reports, such as with 
generale. 


39,. From fall 1932 until April 1945 I regularly made redio speeches, 
aecording to my menory until fall 1939 onee weekly, until December 1939 
deily, then three tincs, then twich and fine lly once weckly, In my 
instructions to the pross and radio, when head of the Germen Préss Division, 
I was nost strictly bound by the directions of ay superiore, H„wevor, in my 
redio speeches I onjoyed a zrcater liberty. Dr. Gocbbele once had tried 
to make mo submit my texte before the speeches were given, I fefused, 
indicating I dictated a brief speech just before spoeking and hence spoke 
half-oxtemporencously, Subsequently he renounced the submission of texts 
upon the condition that at least certain topics be discussed upon demand, 
The addresses formerly were called "Political and Radio Show"; later 
"Hens Fritzsche Speake", In these adärosses I discussed politicel and 
humen problems of all kinds end reported on the general situation as well, 
According to my memory, I dià not teko any position of the Jewish question 
for mepy years, In ny position as hoed of the Germen Press Division I 
had triod twice to forbid the appearanee of "Die Sturmer" without success, 
Lator, especially during the wer end mostly upon request, I took a position 
concerning the statements of Jewish individuals end orgenizations against 
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t Gerneny. The sharpness of these polemics, as the sherpnese zencrelly of my 

polemics, rFimeinod less thet the sharpness of th: opposition publicists, I 
rementer I stated thet Zei et omigrents, elready yoers before tho war, roforred 
to tho necessity of a wer aceinst Germeny. I eles remember that I referred to 
the role of this Jowish proparende in esconplishineg all elliance between the 
Wugtern Powers end the Soviet Union. Aecordinz to my knowledge, this ellienco 
wes nof Supposed to havc bocen eetedlished ty the German decleration of war 
azeinst Russiz, but by an Anelo-Saxon secret tr ety of 1940, ho utilisation 
of the productive cepacity of > occupied countrics for tho stronzthoning 
f tho wer potontiel, I hev only end gloriously preised, chicfly because 
tae Coupetent emthorit Į ny uch material, cepecially on 
the voluntary placonent enpo here I mafic claims before the occupied 
territories, for instenee 3 Frener Rei insnitters for Spenish and 
Portuguese night sendings, I refused en; oqui ation end saw to it that 
private egroenents wero meade w wnere 0 he trenemitters. Moroov 
I hed the inmprossicn that army on shifte from the Reich had mean) 
edventaccs fo ic oth er: ries and diseAventegos for the Reich. In 
my field for instence, ec in x al productions could enly be sade in 
Prezuc, to which flowod pe machir nd money. All the factory 
equipment of the Gerner ree Lé f y cemo to Preagzuc. A direct or 
indirect request for tho ruthless utilizatior ccupicd countries by me 
was ell the more cut of question es it would hevo meant a strike ageinst 
ny Own propeazendi ne zoel © wes to win the hearts of the population 
of thi : 


& liv, I asked 
me r this work. 
iirection the ri | edt ave the instruction 
oration should pay me the difference between ay salary as 
> (about 1500 Marks) end the salary es director of the 
| received an income if ell of 
3000 Marks (without deduction of tax: wely 150 merks rg government 
employee and 1500 marks from the Reich Radio Corporetion, F other 
writing I earned until 1942 : yeerly everaze of 5,000 merks as far ase I 
romenber, after taking over the radio this incume coesod alnat entirely. 


41, While besi of the German press division, sccocding to 
my knowledge, I never tock over the dirodtion of the daily 11 ofclock 
Conference in ebsence of Dr, Goebbels or Under-S,cret-ry (Staatssokretarr) 
Dr, Neumann, Dr. Goebbels held this conference with his closest collaborators, 
I took this over severrl times, however, as hoad of the Redio Division and 
this only efter 1943. n the averaze this wes the cease once weckly. In 
this case Goebbels gevoe his directions by wey of transmitting his manuscript 
over the phone, All in ell, maybe on 5 deys, theso directions dià not 
Come in. In these cases I myself initisted the nocessery news. 


_ 42., In tho beginning of 1942 while e soldier An the Bastern 
Theater, I saw that extended preperetions hed been made for the occupation 
end the administration of territories, reaching as fer as|the Crince. 
Based on my personal cbservagions I ceme to tho conclusion thet the war 
egeinst the Soviet Union was plenned elreedy e lone time before its 
outbreak, 


The correctness of the ebove given statement is hereby essured ty me unller 
oath, 


/Be/ HANS FRITZSCHE 
Nuernberg, Germany 
? Jamary 1946 
As Witncss: 
/s/ Dr, FRITZ 
Defense Counsel 


(Fritzsche affidevit) 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCUMENT NUMBER .3469-P5 


I,-N;rbort Heilpern, Civ, X-046343, hereby certify thet I am thoroughly 
conversant with the Bnglish end Germen lanzuseos; and thet the etove is 
e truc and correct translation of Document Nunber 3469-PS. 


NORBERT HEILPERN 
X%-046343 


(Fritzsche Affidavit) 
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Nucmberg, Deutschlend 


7，yUanuar' 1946, 


Ich, Hans Frits nunortig "pn eLactop vor dom Internas- 
miltei cht, erkl: hiermit ! expe wie folgt aus, 


nachdem ich mwinch 


l. 


Ich heissc H ritzeche und wurde an 21, \pril 1900 in Dochum/ 
ostfalen rcborun h besucht AB hunanistische Gymnasium in 


Halls/Sanle, Dr: t und Led; stuicrtc cnschlicesond Ge 
schichte, Th ke und swirtschnft, 


Acitcr dur Troussischen Jahrbucchor 
schau). Ich habo dies. "Tosition ctwa i K hr innerer 
Pausechber Aicsor Zeitschrift war Dr. Valther Schotte, 


Ich bovann moins praktische Tacti PZ 


Einr Partcd ) oj icht < chdon 3 ‚us der Doutsch- 
Nationnlon onen; ertei nii 2uU helbjachri’c itsliedschaft ci» 
ca 1923 wicdor aus; Lape at Wer, In den nren 1923 und 1924, das 
heisst, ep Ich in der Toleorr-forn-Union tntornations lon naan 
Pichtcn te). H cintrat, gschric “ 

tunen unc Zoitschrifta: nicht, 


fein 了 on d o eny Suronberrpresgc 

— Ai un yar 3 OL € lc 
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ion Unternelman en oder CG 

` GE a Fis akt ionres cils ch ft 

well 


G.l1,b,H, 

+ r 10, Tareszceitunsen und Zcite 
Schriften); illpomcine inzeiren Defi, D, Hr Äre Hans ECG 
ler Gm. Ha 7% 7s shank Mur ı Da JTS wl ‚zur Poteili- 
um und Kreditrowcshrung an Zeitungen, Diese Dank ucbto Yontrole 
lo uber cine prosse inzchl von Trccszeitunr: äirtschafts- 
stelle der Provinzprosse (Wipro) (sum Horausccbo oiner (cdrucktan 
Kerresponicnz unl ciher Yatornkorrespondenz); Westond-Vorlae Com.b,H; 
stdcutschc Hindelslicnet uni Duutschs H j l 
Deutsche Lichthild eselischnft, Der Hurcnber;=x 
tom der procssto wil cinflussreichste Prossckonzurn in Deutschland 
{Afred Huponberr war | itgisi cer Deutschin Notionnlversamnlunr und 
dus Wwichster:s soit 1920 Wis nach der Nachtucbh-rnehmo im Johre 19934 
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Er wor Vorsitzondor dos Tarkälvarstandos der Neutschnationnlen 
Volksmrtci von 1978 "is zur /uflocsunr dor Partci in Jahre 1933. 
Er wurdo Reichswirzselnrtsminister in der Papon-Repicrun¢ im Jeh- 
ro 1932, Er vorulicb > iirliacd dos Hitlor-Krhinctte vom 30, Jantar 
1933 bis zur vollstnondireon l’achtuchornahmo im Maorz 1933, 


Ich war von en, 1924 bis 1932 in der Telerraphon-Union Intornatio- 
naler Nachrichtondicnst, ols Schriftloiter tactic. Dio Tolerrnphon« 
Union rchoorto zum und war kontrolliert durch don „irod Hu en Oft en 

Konzern, Ich borrwitute dort als Homgtschriftleiter dio jusicnis- 
bricfo, cinon „usinnisartikcllienst fucr deutsche Zcitunpon, Yane= 

ben schrieb ich fur mehrcre Inlandsdionete des rIJcichen Vorlage 
fast taomlish sim Loiturtikoi, meistens ucber aussenpolitische Fra» 
gon, daruntor haufig pogon den Vorstiller Vertreg, ucbor den da= 
mals fost stoowie in Gong oder oiner anderen Stadt verhandelt wure 
de. Die Zeitunsen wil Zuitschrifven, dio meino „ufsnotze druckten, 
echoorten alien Tnıtsien an, von Zentrum bis zu don NatLonalsozia- 
liston, maistons Ac ch dum sorencnntun Generalansci, crtyp, einer 
buor; vrlichen, nen: Lon, rcmwasirten Zoitun, srruppe, dic in fast 
jeder ;rocssoraon dciutschen "rovinzstrdt vertreton war, 


Im Spactsommor 193%, walirechein ich im „urust, frogto mich der Di- 
rektor dor Tolerr “> Union, Obbo KGJ éi ( Korvotten Kanitren Belle Jj 
ob ich dle Loitun 8 \turdlunimaehrichtendicautes webernchmen woll- 
to, dos sorenmnten Irentlosca Dicnstes. ejar war von einom Mit= 
Kc dor daacli | uriag Papen - wor dcs war, Wiss ich nicht = 
po’%eton worden, mich zu dissem Zwack freiswovon, weil der bishorige 
Chofredaktour, or, Jose ouscher, potitinch nicht tragber soi, Ich 
lommto nach gi r oreten Prucfunr des "pret al Jere bosuchto 
mich Ir, Raouscher, dun Aeh ecit len op Lo, und der schon in der 
Telegraphen-linion ale Chefrodalc.our d Asien iefe mein Vorraom- 
Ler war, Er rict mir zu, don /uftrec zu webornuhmon, vorsprach mir, 
mich noch —ini “una nh dio mig voollic nouo Arbeit oinsufuchren 
und bat mich dann scinorseits, ihm bell flich zu scin, cinon Posten 
fle deutscher Korrospondont, im Auggl-ni zu finden, Nunmohr nahn ich 
Gas Inbci an, loueto dun Vortees mit däi ; or }nsepabe, 
nach vinen Jahr gwnckkchron zu m onna nd schloss cinen neuen 
Vortrar mit c Rosrherun funkposclisch n erehtloson Dienst 
betriob, (Pic Neicherancd lat, Bi i gchou! lum Reich und WU 
de unter Auf: i 

Waitune Setri 

kratischon 


1932 persomlich Runifunk-Scendun cn an 
n unter dom Fro reom:"Politisch Zcit unesscix 
bp Statiogen; Deutschlanisendcr, Stuttgart, 
i ‘cj ` i hand ‚en Zitate von 
Lauer wihi icr Zoitunsren aller Parteien zu aktu n Ereirnissen, 
Vachrond ict ycr ` htlosen Dion arbui A Fad ich nur noch 
" i eu, i i i 2 


lich untcre 
nn dum sonstie 
rune vor, Une 
` 4 i m un ` use 
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Ich wor mit Ir, Goobbols soit 1928 bokannt, Br hatte enschcinend 
Gofal!.ın an mir gofunden, abposchon davon, dass ich in minor Dros 
papendiatacti;koit dis Natsonalsoziel:. ten bis 1031 froundlich bo» 
handelt hatte, Schon vor 1733 hatte Gcbools, der Heraus; eber dos 
Wyarriff, cincr Nazi. ZG am war, | mohrfr.ch seohmoicheln lo “concer 
kun’on urber Foxe und Tnaalt moinor ‚reiten gemacht, dio ich als 
Ate At viclor nabionaler Zeitungen td Zeitschriften schrich, 
unter denon sich auch roskticnnere befanden, 


Am 30, Januar 1993, abomle, muldeto sich bei mir in Zuftrarc dor 
Nationslsueiiistoa, dor neuen Re; cioran spartci, doron tundfunk=- 
roferont Dreselur-/nirocs vm, dess on !ütarbeiter Er äs, Mantaua. 
Sic urkliurton 7 Or, Ahr Vorpesetzter, dor Troparanceleitor ihror 
ortci, Dr. Gochbeis, sci mir noch bouso wonen cines jufsatecs 
unter com Titol "“/otaapa", mit den ich oeffuntlich scharf Stol- 
lun regen Hitior gunssaun hettc, als 3. scp cinijon weren poli- 
tischon ordos rorurteiltun Nazis cin Syopathic fol rm Go- 
schickt hatte, Tr sci mir tus on nech grom än mainor Stallung Ce 
pon dic ES in olmr or ‚entorinchen Prope, deren Darstellung 
hier su weit fuohron We! 6 ue hinzu, Dr, Goebbols ro- 
pektiero cher meinen EN bc Erfole scit dem verranrconon 
Horbst im Nundfunk un. er w j ES? behatten, wonn ich vorschic- 
dene Decin un cn ' 


Ich sollt. sofo AE ie Judon cnblassen und bis zum 1.0.1953 
die uchriron /nrostsilscen a Tartsimitrliolor oinsustollcn, Ich 
Ichnto dns 5 ur ir weg auf dio H mtëst/ o sowio auf dic 
Tatec.chc, Cass nusscr dom ja : Nedaktowr Frank colle Judon nur 
tochnisem Hiifsicnerte warren, writes wurden Personalvortracee 
nicht von m endern von dor Aa sonala te ilunt der mir uobergvord= 
notun Roichsrun.Zuni=-Gosclischnts ; a lossen, Tatsecchlich orreich- 
te ich, Gass kulnom oinziraı Juccn Coop int wurdc, Jllertinges such- 
ton diaso sic‘. nndcro Stollwiren im Laufu cor haschsien 3 e) 
donn dns Verlin on dor Darbeci oliob nicht heim, Bine jucdischo So- 
kreto Orain pi d a Iori: lt i} nach Lon ion, Irovi fancon Anstollun; l oi 
ie Vorla Lea. wil Frank Zand durch Raouschors Vurnittlune cinc 
„it in Paris, J. emhiclten ihre GSchrelter ausbozahlt, DEINES; 
2.3, dic Frou dos ! Pronk, bedankten sich bei wir fucr den Schutz 
yor fristlos.r TIntisssunr, Jic Entlossuar 5 nieron Anncstollten 
bent’ chat, Jan stimato ich cor Binstollung 
U ar (nä Läd lidrnach licss 
rall- 
o oinor Nach- 
“who 'n! kk hnto, 
asic, wonij= 
rochon, In mi inon 
ut schnetioncl=—Natio- 


twa, pril 1933 ricf mich Innn Ir, Goc! sis zu sich, dor in- 
evischon an 17 .3.33 !änister fuer‘ Volksoufklacrun > und Pro ' 
wor rien wer, Er schlur mir vo ion’ Yrahtlosen Dicnst „us 
rundfunk=Cosclischnft herrus- und in sein nous ‚"inisteriun «í 

die cm. Termin 1, Yai, A ciner nochmaliren ruchun; 

Tersonal besprochon, das d ins Yinisterium heruoberikonmen 

Nach lancer Detintte orlaubto Dr, Gocbbels, dass fest clle R 


> 


mitkamen. Ich crinnere mich noch der Nanon Dr, Kuchner, 
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we. Thorrwicr, partoilos, dio ins linistoriun ucbornommen wurden, 
Ich wurde "’ibrliod dcr N.S.0.,..P. am 1, 2.1933 un! vorbldeb da=- 
rin Sis com 2usen.cn>ruch im Jeme 1945, Bol moinon Mintritt in 

Ins Prom can’! inistoriun rasete ich mar zwi Sckrotacrinnon, dic 
arteimiicliedor naron, noù cinstcllen, Die dafucr Pnblass non, 

rl. Fispsch und Kruger. byackte ich bei der Roichrrundefunk-Go- 
scllsches’t. unter, wo sic noch anton js 1045 in inewisehen echobenen 
Stollunzun taeti; woven, Jon Nedaktow Hartmann, Cop isidomekrat, 
konnte ich nach cinor Pauso dort chonfatls untcorbringsn, Wo or nuch 
bis “rloryshde nuch tactif war, Don ownfrIts zu ontlasscndon Beie 
daktuur Eckart, ocnolmet, rit ci.tron jtettsechca Vorfohrcon, konnte 
ich nicht ¢.ctich wtorbrin-ca, Ev mesto eich cin bie zwei Jahre ols 
frolor Fitarbciror \wonmerl.ish duechychiccom. Dann konnte ich ihn 
bei dor muiner Dionsteufaichs unsorstsienlon Ttr~nsocoan- ‚[entur un 
torbrinsen, wo or noeh beim Zussmunbruch in cincr :uton Stollune 
wr, 


` 
P 


ile ich reson Ink Bee: e S: yy Tt a mo] loto, es ich die UM- 
orrenisntion volicnd + hati: o ja vitio beshnischo uni orronisa= 
torische Im! ation be "A: Os u ` ah, A) EA ow in dic mir offrpte 
echaltcne Stoliuny; bci der T lorrr phon-Uh zwruociköhren oder als 
froiur Schwiftetcll,r tect: oin zu cucrfon, forcorts or mich auf, 
lci y ; nmotlich auf Lele 
- rinso nicht 
on Roldaktion 
Nouorınnisn“ 
onturon, wio 


` 


cendon \ufrebo nahm 
Zunnochst troat 
wocitcrstabcs 

unk-Gosallschrft 

"e Volksmufkläo» 


von 


moinor 
Kollc yun 
rachon= 
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von us, ofachr 1935 bis 23. Dezember 1938; ich selbst, vom 23, Do- 


SCh 


3. éi v + 


‚36 bis 3, Now, 1942; linisterfalpat Erich Fischer, vom 
sur 1942 Wis Februar 1°15; Stellvertreter der vorronannten 


Leit r ‘cr "Z>teilun, Doutsche i rcesse” waren“nacheinandor: Mini- 


ster.” 
riar 
fachr 


+ \ortior Stephan, von unnefachr 1990 bis 1938; Ikiniste- 
© Ds Hans Drauwoiler, von unrefächr infan; 1935 bis unpe- 
Juni 1938; ich selbst von Juni 1938 bis 23, Dozcmber 1938, 


Tnehren! der rrnzon Toriode von 1933 bis 1945 wor os die Auffabe 
der Mbteiljnn Doutscho Tresset, dic gesamte änläondische Prosse 
zu ucberwachon uml sic mit Richblinion-2u vorschen, wodurch diose 
„beeilunr cin wirksamos Instrumont in der Mad dar doutss'wn 
Staatsfwhrun.: wurde, "ebe als 2,300 devrtsche Turszeitwuen wa- 
ron dicser ontrollo unterwor!en, Das Ziel dioser Uchorwachunr und 
Kontrolle in dun orsten Jahren nach 1933 war, die Dedingungen, un- 
tor donon dio rosse sich vor dor Machtuobernahm befand, grundle- 
gend zu acnlom, das heisst, ie Zeitungen und Zeitschriften, die 
im Dienste von kapitrlistischen Sonler-Interossen oder der Tartol- 
politik stendun, dor Nouen Orcowy: cloichsuschalten, Wachrend die 
Vorwoituncsfunktionen, wo immer cs moerlich war, durch lie borufs- 


steom 


‚schen Fachverbaonde und die Reichspfessckemmor cusreucht 


wurden, war cic !bteilung Deutsch. Presse mit der politischen Fush- 


runs < 
sche 


lor dout schen Proses betrar, Der Loiter dor "{btud lume Dout- 


iwosse" hiclt teorlich Pr.:.-konferenzen ab, und zwar im Mini- 


storium, fucr cio Vortreter sau *licher deutscher Zeitunren, Hicr- 
bei wurden don Frosscvertrotern «lle Instruktionon gegoben, dic dor 
iieichspressechcf, Dre Otto Diet: ch, dem Loiter der "btoilung Deut- 


scho ; 
Lev". 
forr 

lorur 
roe ac 


rossc" fast ausnahmslos tacrlich in cincm fostrelerten Wort- 
or soronsnnton Magesperalc dos Reichsprosscchefs", meist 


aond 过 ch aus dom Hauztounrtior ucbermittelto, Vor der Fest- 


10808 "'ortlautos leitete dor Chef der "/btoilunr Deutsche 
" ihm dio aktucllen Freseowmonscho von Dr. Goobbels und ando» 


ron :inistorion zu, insbesondere lie des „usweorti.en Amtos, wber 


dic `r. Dietrich immer sclkrt 
quarti 


= 


r durch scinc Vertrotor im Haupt- 
r, Hclnut Sucndermann, und Hauptschriftleiter Lorenz ont“ 


scho“ Jen wollic, Dic praktisches uswertun: dor „ustichtunr in Ein“ 


zol.hcj 


ton wer zul dicso Woiso uz und rar der individucllon Arbeit 


Ces cinzclnon Redalcteurs ucberlassan; daher ist os koinoswo/s wahr; 


cass E 


Ae Zcitun on und Zeitschriften das Honopol dor "/,bteilunr 


Joutsch. Prosso" gewosen wacron, oder dass .ufsactze und Leitartikcl 


lureh 
schsh 
don Ze 


ee er 
i Tcsso 


unters 
uni De 
IP, 
fizi 
H btei 
Um dio 
in € 
chen, 
kerros 
spactec 
toi lun 
mit dc 
vori el 


d 


A 
é, 
f 


Sic com Ministerium unterbroitet worden mussten, Jies go- 
selbst im Kricro nur in "usnrhmofacllon,. Die wonisor bedouton- 
itungon und Zeitschriften, welehc nicht bei der tacrlichen 
-nz vor&roten waren, orhiclten ihre Information auf 
chicCliche \ieiso, inden sic ontwedor mit fortivon irtikeln 
richten vorschon, oder mit ciner vertreulichen,: redruckten 
5 boliofort wurlen | Die Veroeffontlichuncen allor anderen 
‚ion icnststollon waren darucherhincus gleichfalls von der 
dun; Doutschs Presse" reloitot un! cus: crichtct, 
Zeitschriften in den Star? zu sotzen, sich ihrorscits mit 
etlichen politischen Tro’ on dor Zeitunron vertrrut zu m 
und Clcse sinrohcnder zu andcln, wurde dio"Informations- 
pondonz" spezicll fuer Zuitschrifton hor: us sogchen. Sio wurde 
> von dor ,otedlun: Zeitseiiriftonsrussc ucbernommon, Dic H Ee 
joutsche Presso" befasst. sich rloicherwoiso und in soweit 
r Dild crichtorstattunr, ols sic dic "oschaeftirun; von Tild- 
terspnitern bei bedeutenccn Ereirmissen diririorto. uft “cee 
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hem l. Mal 1933 ols Leiter des 
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Dic Richtlinion dos Proparanda-hinisteriums, die ich debei zu Do- 
folren hatto, weron im wesontlicha@ dic folpencen: 

l.) Vererocsscrun;: des Abdrucks deutscher Nachrichten im j.usiand 
um jcden Treis, 2,) Kein Gratisanpebot an auslaendische Zeitungen, 
damit Verdacht Ġor Proparanda vormiclen wardco, 3.) Vermeklung gô- 
senscitirer Konkurrenz an cinem „uslanlsplatz,. 4.) Verbroituag guen- 
stiper Nachrichten ueber iumer.n \ufbau und friedliche .bsichten dos 
nationalsoziclistischen Systems. 

Zu einem s>acteron Zoitpunkt, unjcfachr im Sommer 1934, wurde dic 
Fusionterun- dcr Tolografen—Union und des Wolff'sehen Tolocrafon- 
ueros (TD (dor boiden beduutendsten Nachrichten! ucros) im 
Wo vom damrli on Reichspresscchof Funk durchrefuchrt, Ich war nic- 
mals Hauptschriftlciter dor Nac.. -ichtonagentur DNL, noch war ich 

als irren! cino amfere Kanpazit-:*+ dort anrcstellt, Hauptschriftici- 
tur, Lew, Direktor dos deutsch, Nachrichtcndueros war moincs Wis- 
sons von seiner Cruontunr an un. »faehr im Jahre 1934 bis 1945 

or, Gustav lbrocht, ein frusherur Direktor des W.T.D.. Der fruc- 
hero Dircktor der Tolorrafen-Un.ın, Otto ejor; dor zunaochst auch 
Gororeldirektor des D.N.D., wur’c, schied smeter aus, Leiter der 
ur. iunkeatoilunc des Proparan!n-!!inisteriums waron nachcinander 
moir issons linisterialrat Horst Jressler-indross, Eugen Hada- 
go: (e. \lfrod In’cmar ert, Hans Gottfricd Krie;loer, Wolfang 
"ent e und sp ctor bis 1945 ich soltst, iis Leiter dos oforats 
"Nac ir chtonwesen" crweiterte ich dan Detrics der Transocean 

Ger H. und arbaute ich m rere modernste Kurzwollensender, 

Ich iAtersiviorte dio Tacti keit der Ascntur Buropa-Press und stall- 
te ‚ie wirtschaftliche Nachri npebun;; in dor Eihlienst G,m.b.H,. 
au? cino nouc Masis, Dic Transocean G.m.b.H. gchoorte vorher und 
nnchhor dom Reich uni stand unter der Leitung von Chofredaktour 
Schwocdler, Jic “uropa-Press cehocrto vorher und nachher com Reich 
unl strnd untor dor Loitunr von Chefredaktcur Fleischer, Die Eil- 
dienst G.m.b.H. mchourte vorhor und nachher dom neich und stand un- 
tor der Leitune von fin. lat Pull nnn, Btw. 1937 rronzto ich dic jm 
beit dieser Ducros im Inland, in europrcischen und aobersecischen 
Ausland ‚orunoinnnder und „dronusber dem D.N.D, ab, in das ich zum 
ersten lal cinrriff mit der Biuricht nr des drahtlosen Fomschrib- 
funks. Dic ,fapo los Referats wrr "Le bis dahin cine rcin jour- 
nalistisch-orprnisatorische; aktucllpolitischs Wdisungen wurden le- 
AM’lich von dam Leiter dcr Proßscabteilun: oder scincn dmit Deauf- 
trarten an dic Nachrichtonbuoros goreben, 


Als ich in das Yinisteriwm ertr t, war dic ZLufgebo zunaechst bo- 
frist:t, wurlo aber von Jahr zu chr verlaensert, Ca. vier Jahre 
woiporte ich mich, Beamter des "inisteriums zu werdon, Ich blieb 
An-ostsollter mit cronscitirer Kwendigunrsmocrlichkeit, Ich orinnc- 
rc mich, dic von Dr, Goobbols borbsichtärte Ernennung zum Rerle- 
runcsret und damit zum Doamten mohrfach schi iftlich abrelchnt zu ho- 
boi.. “ndlich abor nohm mich dic schoone uml freic Arbeit, dic ich 
auf ‘om Gewictc der Organisation des Nachrichtenwesens von 1933 
bis 192” loisten konnte, se rofanpen, dass ich meiner Ernennung; zum 
Oberre icrunrsrat zustimmte unc damit NToauter unter Deibohaltung dos 
aAltat Arbeits; obiotos wurde, 
ns noinc Einkormonsvorhae”.nissc wachrend meiner Taotickcit in H. elle 
mbel.nrt, orklocre ich bol cicser Gelegenheit cas folgondo: 
Nash lad 1933, als ngestolltcr in Ministeriun, bozor ich ein Gehalt 
von cas Toog- iii. monatlich; icrucborhinaus hatte ich cin monat- 
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Honorarcinkommen von e-, 200,- bis 500,— Wi. aus moiner hund- 
T-etirkuit, aus Deitracson fuer Zeitungen und Zeitschriften, ab 
.ch’an ich Deamter des Roichspropa 'anla=!!inisteriuns rewor- 
>, bezo” ich bis 1945 ein langsam stcicendes }lonatszohalt 

-= i, (2ls Oberresiervy'srat) bis ca, 1500,- DI (als Mi- 
r_nl!ircktor). Dazu kamen sehr stark schwnnkonde Einzeihonc- 
in monatlichen Durchschnitt von looo.— Ri; ab 1942 fielen dic- 

Honorare fast alle fort, 


Yach cn ich unmfachr am 23, x mber 1936 Leiter der "btel lunge 
Noutsche ”ressc" roworden war, la tte ich ctwo liitto 1939 noch He 
"oerlichkeit, die Tazesparolen in der Trossciionferonz frei zu kom- 
menticren, waetrund ich mich von da ab auch in dicscr Komentic- 
rung noch an dio Richtlinien Dr, Dietrichs halton musste, Im ucb- 
riren rruendoto ich, unfefachr im Sommer 1539 innerhalb der Mib- 
talun“ Deutsche Presso" ein icfcrat "Schnulldionst", Dieser 
Schnelldienst", Leiter Cberre icıungsrrt lalthor Kocrber mit inə 
Torsonal von zuletzt gp et bp > Personen hatto zunacchst lie „uf“ 
pate, die Richtivkcit von (us) 

ter, unrefrohr Herbst 1939, beer eitcte dioses Reforat auch Zu- 
sommenstellun'pn-von Material, cas der fanzon doutschen rressc zur 
Vorfwrunc mestellt wur's, Se Jor Yritischen Kolonial» 
rolitik, politische ‘.cussc cn des Dritischen [remicrs aus fruc- 
herer Zeit, Schilccrun cn sozic’-r Not in foindlichon Leondom usw, 
Fast alle deutschen Zeitunsen tinutzten solches laterial als Unter- 
lage ucr ihre Polewikon, wolurch eins grosse Goschlosscnheit Ap 
lur Kampffront dor Deutschen Prosse erreicht wurde, Dic Dezeichnunc 
"Schncllcicnst" wurde rowachlt, weil mit besonderor Schnelliskeit 
Unterlaren fuor alctucllc Kommon: “re gclicfcort wurden, 


als Leiter lor MWeutsehc Presse "bteilunr" wur- 
von vior Jahrın ‘reimal befoordcrt und zwar moines 
ı Cberrcriorunrsrat zum Yinisterialret am 28, Jon. 1939; 
. inistorizlrst zum Ministerialdiriycntcn am 9, Okt. 19405 


i Ttnisterialliri,enton gun Ministerialdircktor am 16,0kt, 42. 


Ich verbliot 2a meiner Tositi5 «ls Leiter dor "btäiluns Deutsche 
Presso", bis zum 3, November 1942, obwohl ich vom Iliasrz 1942 bis zum 
obiven Tace Anschoerirer dor Wehrmacht war, \Jachrond moincr Dienst- 
goit bei der Wehrmacht habe ich in losen Zusammonhanr mit einor 
roparpanca-Kommenic (P.K.) der Wehrmacht als Soldat bci der kecmpfcn- 
ton Truppe ent dom ocstlichen \riorsschsuplatz sostandcn bis Okto- 
bor 42, Ich hibo wachrond diescr Zeit nur 3 oder 4 Rundfunksondun,:en 
lurchpefuchrt, Dic ausucbende L>situnr dor "\bteilunc Deutsche Trossc" 
lay wachrend joncr Zcit in den "enden meincs Stellvertrctcrs, Erich 
Fischer, Pischor wurde am 3, November 1942 mein Nachfolccr als Loi- 
tor der "Jotedlune Jeutsche Press", 

chor Aic Lenkung der Troymeania bei den grossen ausscnpolitischen 
Freipmisecn zwischen 1936 und 1941 kann ich folgonces aussason; 


Saomtlicho, con Zeitunrun .rereb.ne Veisuncon sind schon lanrc vor Më 

bruch des Kricses teerlich in ciror sorenennten Tescsparole des Reichs“ 

vossochofs zusammengefasst worn, uch dic zwischondurch rerc'‘cnen 
Su vn wurden irmer in lie naechste fnellice Tagesparole zuf- 
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Jte Aktion zur Pingliotlerune von Dochman und I’nchron, dic om 15, 
ınora 1939 strttfand, wachronc ‘or ich Leiter der '{btcilun: "at, 
scho Presso” war, wurlo nicht von so lancer Hand vorbereitet, wio 
in Eukten=^iltion, Ich cıhiclt nach meiner Brinnorun” im Februar 
von dw Roichspnrosscchef Ur, Dietrich dio nwoisunr und wicdam 
holt vom Gosan!ton Paul Schmit vom 人 ,Ne dic Nitto, dic /ufmerk- 
smimit der Prosso auf dig S: (bstaendiyk: itstustrobunen der Slo- 
wake. und die forte: sotzt anti“: ubscho Koalitionspolitik dor Pro- 
er Rogierune zu lonken, Ich tst das, Dio Tarosparolon jos Roichs- 
pzesscchufs und cid Dressckonfereng-frotokolle dor damrlison Zeit 
lasson den Wortlaut “or onts>r: handen imweisuncon orkonnon. Dies 
warn die typischen Schlarscailcn füchrondor Zoitungan um! dic press 
au- “achten Leitartikel cor coutsehin Tyjosprosse gu diosan Zeit- 
vest (2) Torrorisierunr Volksloutscher im tschechischen Gebict 
h Yerhaftun:. DeschLossunc won Volksdeutschen durch dic Com 
a sorde, und Vornichtunr uni ~ oschréJlirun: doutsshor Havusor 
‚schechischon Mob; (2) Konsontricrunm tschechischer Truppe 
or SJotun-Grcnzos (3) Vorschloppune, Jeporticrun; und Ver- 
fol ung slowniischer }änderh iten durch Ato Tschochen; (4) dio 
Tec :ochon muosscn aus cur Slew A heraus; (5) Gehcimsitzunr rotor 
Punk*ionnere in Pray, 
Weniro Tare vor dom Doabch Hachas erhielt ich dio Weisung, die wober 
Unrubon in dor Tschochoslornkei eiinlaufunden Helluntun vans ross 
in dor Drees, horauszubri* ne Solche Weldungeon crhiclt ich nur gun 
Toil von Doutschon Nochrichtcnbuerg, moist von cor Prossenbteilun: 
acs ..usWaerti;cn Jmtes um’ sin‘ o von rrossan Zeitun on mit oironom 
Nachrichtenlicnst, Hiorun:or vor Allon vom Voolkischen e sb chter, 
der, wic ich spacter orfurr, diose von tem SS-Stancartenfucnrer 
Gunter "21. Loun bekommen hatio, der zu joncr Zeit in Prossburg 
wollte, Ich hrtte allen Nechrichtenbucres und Ze itunsen verboten, 
Yalaungen usbor Unruhen in “cr Tschechoslowakei horauszureben, ehe 
ich sic soschen hatte. Ich wollte cino "He icrholunr der unorfreu- 
lichen Nebenorscticinunren dor Sudcten- iktlon=Prope; ania vormoicden 
und koinen Prestirovorlust mit währen Nachrichten erleilen, So 
warın nllo von wir fopruoften hrichten wohl vollor Tondong, aber 
nicht orfunicn, Nach dem Desu "achas in Norlin und nach dem Do- 
dnn des Kim, selig der loutscien Truppen; der an 15, “sere 1939 
stattfand, hatto lic doutsch- Drosse Staff renur an dioson Schil- 
derungen, Historischepolitisch mumle das Erei;nis mit dom Hinweis 
berruondot, Cass "Le Sclistamm.imkvitsorkinorun: Aer Slowakei oan 
Bloe bp notwor ic sumncht hibo, dass Hacha mit sciner Unterschrift 
cion Kn, — vermioden und cino teusondjavhrirc Gemoifischaft zwi- 
Schick „ockmen ‘und dam Reich Wiewrhergostellt hactto, 


Dio ,ion coron 23 mol, io om 22, Naorz 1935 orfolrtc, kim otwne 
$4 Ss Wor ecleh cine vrossec Ucborraschunr fuor mich und fuer 
dic 2.3 inise der ron mir schnoll ontsandten Trussever=- 
Apr in Swincmusndo fur noch Nas Schiff Pafen sahon, mit clam 
At. tr nach cl fuhr, 


Schr kompliziort und wc 

san.istischc Dchendlun los 

dcutsch=polnischon "keins war es der doutachen Prosse 
Janre zmunlsro*zlich vor) oten, Irrmendetw.s ucher dic Lam 
doutschen “Sinluorhedt in Po lon zu vorooffentiichk N. Jics ' 
zunncochst so, als im Fruchiahr 1939 lic doutsche Prossc 

ort wurde, in ‘or Fracc Danai, ctwas mehr zus sich herrussu, 
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„uch dis io orston polnischen lischon Resprochunron stattfanden 
und der deutschon Presso olin schnorforer Ton ;oronucher Tolcn ins- 
resamt mhereloct wurde, ‘lich Gio Frage dor doutechen Minderheit 
gunaechst noch im Hintorrrun!, Erst im Laufe dos Somers wurdo die- 
ses Thoma aufrerriffen un! eu im wranblick cine fuehloare Vor- 
scheorfun: der Stimmung, Es Int nmucmlich cipontlich bci jedor crocs 
soron deutschen Zoitun seit Jahr und Tor oino Fuclle von !latorial 
wher Klaren und Desehwer’cn dieser Rutschen in Polen vor, ohno 
dass Yo Relaktionon divscs )atericl hactton verwendon kocnnen, 

Dio deutschen Zeitungen hattcn noch aus cor Zeit dor Genfor Min of 
heiten-Dobatten Korrespomlontcn oder freio !itarbuiter in Katto- 
witz, Dromberr, Posen, Thorn usw,. Deron "ateriel kam nun mit cinom 
cinzicen Schtmnc heraus, Hiorzu brachten cic fuchvondon deutschen 
Zeitun,on auf Grun* der fuer dic sojaenannten Togesparolen auszope» 
benen Richtlinion in grosser Jufmachung folgonde Voroeffontlichunfen 
hernus: 

(1) Grausamkoit und Terror rocon Volks deutsche und ‘usrottung Volks- 
lautscher in Polen; (2) Echanzurbsiten Tauscnler volks deutscher 
Nnenner und Frouc in Polen; (3) Tolen, Lam! der Fnechtschaft und 
Unordnunr, Fahnonflucht polnischer Snldaten, Vorstaerkun;; der In 
flation; (4) Provokation von Grenzewischerfnellen auf Veranlassung 
dor polnischen Noglorunr, polnische Eroberuns clucéte; (5) Vor- 
flour: von Tschechen unl Ukrainorn durch dio Polen, Die polnische 
Presse antmrtoto webernus scharf, ils Jie doutscho Prosso im Leute 
les Jrust mit stotis wochsender Loutstacrke ropen Polen schroiben 
sollte, waren D. Unterlayan dafuer nur zu leicht zu haron, Dic pol- 
nischen Zeitungen, vor allen die “latter dos polnischen Wostnarkon- 
Vorcins hntton noch vor ‘cr Jautschen Presso cinfache Schmachunren 
susrostossun, Sic schrichin otw2, dass Dewt. chland bisher keinen 
richtipon Gesnor pchabt hc'o, dess Polen aber hart bleibe unl yoi ren 
wlle, wie lie doutscho \chwmacht nur in Dlumenkrioren siegen koon- 
ne, wio Jeutschlard nur ein Koloss auf toenornen Fuosson soi und wic 
men vor dan Toren Nerlins cine sicrreiche Vernichtungsschlacht schin- 
pon werde, Die deutsche Presso ziticrtc alle dicse polnischen Svin- 
mon und erhicit den juftrar, dicse starke polnische Spreche auf dic 
Wirkun; dos offunen on; lischon Hilfsvorsprechons, der sogenannten 
Dlankovoellmacht, zurueckzufuchren, Jie doutsche Presse war domals 
und blicb zuch spooter der Dei cht, dass cic polnische Schacrfo der 
kloinen Fordcrun, Hitlers nach Drnzir und ciner Strasse durch den 
Korricor ; elt. 


im 1, September, dam Tae des Derinns dor Knpfhan lunsen roren 
Polen, gab Hitlers ‚ode im Reichstar dio Sprachro‘clung fuor lic 
“rosso, vor Allem in dor heiklon Frage cer Haltung dor Westmacehte, 
Am Sonnabend, deon 2, \September 1939 ging ich sprot nachts nachhau 
sé mit der mir von Goobbels, von Dietrich un. (cm Vortroter dcs 
A.A. rerelonen Vorsichcrunm:, CR gacke keinen Kricr, ‚uf Vermitt- 
lunr Mussolinis sollton die deutschen Hocre in ihran Vorrarsch Halt 
machon, deutschlan!, England, Frenkroich hactton liosen Vorschlag 
‘nronormon, der Zeit fuer tine Konferonz lasson solltc, jm Sonntar’ 
wurde ich tolcfonisch von Ir, Gocbbels aus dem Dott coholt, ciltc 
ins "nister ve, for! dort Dr, G, vor cincm boreits cinneschalt- 
ten V’ikrofon, Stumm nehm ich cin ‘‘anuskript, dss vorzuloson or mich 
auffordorto, Erst bein Lescn merktc ich, worun os sich han‘clte, dic 
Fuchrer-,ufrufo zun Xriorscinträtt En lends und Frankreichs, ls ich 
ı vorlicss, fon! ich wrhlreiche, von der chen von mir 
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verleseron urtfunknachricht nlemndorte Tressevertroter versammelt. 
Ich musste oinc Press .-Ke:forına abınlton. Schnell vorsuchte ich 
irporiwcl cto Cricnideruy on ven Dr. G. oder Dr, Dictrich,aus der 
Puchroswohnunr, odor dca maer pn Ant zu orhalton, Ich crhiclt 
nichts, Ich musste ohne Information oder Anweisung dio erste Pres 
sekonforonz im Krioro -bhalten. Se ".aschraarkte ich mich darauf, 
den anwoscnden un! aufs tiefste »estuerrten Journalisten einige 
Worte des Trostes, des lutes und des Gottvertrruons zu Both S 
cinico Worte dos Vurtraucns auf unsurc, wio ich dam-ls fost glaubte, 
gerechte un! mit dom illon zum Pri ton refuchrto Sacho, 


Wactrond Ges dor Invr.e‘ ın nach !ugosisvion vom 6. April 1941 unmit- 
telbar voranchend on cultpunk* s rachte die Doutschs iresse in 
Schlarzeilen und Leitertvikuln čie folycnden „nkuendi; Wu CD ross 
heraus: (1) Plemaresvice Ver’olgun” Volksloutscher in Jufoslavion 
einschlioeslich dae Nioderbvrennca ven deutschon Joerform Jurch 
sorbische Soldrtosk: , some dic Verschlo;pun, Volksdoutscher in 
Konzentrationslaror, Foi, kour oflicne : 13shon llun” von dautsch- 
sprechenden Porscnan: (2) Dewrtinun serbischor Denditen durch 

dio surbische Resicreac; (3) „urroizune Juroslaviuns durch die 
Tlutokrnton gecon D utschlicn!; (4) .nwichsen dor anti-scrbischen 
Stimmury- in Krontion; (5) chaotise@he Situation der wirtschaftlichen 
and sozinlen Yocinm.ı on in Ju oz Ley cp, 


Wachrend der Nacht vom 21, auf ion 22, Juni 1941 bericf mich Ri» 
bentrop zu dinor Kentorconz im gesprint Derlin auf ca, 5 Uhr 
morgors, bel dcr dic Vertroter dor in- unl auslaundischen Presse an- 
wesend waren, Möbansron unterrichtcte uns dahin, dass der Krier go- 
pn lic Sowjct--Union om eclben Pave bocinnen WCG und bat die 
doutsche Prussc, “on Ericr ren “dc Sowjst-Union als oinun Vor- 
beurunrsirder zur Vtc iw doo Voterlandos darzustellen, der 
durch Cle unmittalkare Gofshr cin-s npriffs op Sowjot-Unien Coren 
Dautschlen! uns cufpezwuncon wor, Dde Dehauptunn, dass dics coin Vor- 
bouan skriog sci, warde spsetcrhin von den Zeitungen, dic ihre 
Instruktion.n von mix wocliwent co. Wellichen Tcrosparole dos Roichs- 
prossechcfs crhicltoa, wiclerholt, Ich hab: cuch moinorseits diese 
Darstellung dor Kric-sursacho in monon rerolmacesi: cn Runcfunkre=- 
len foro >on, 


Im November 1942 wurde “ii n noicheminister Dr, Goobbels obon ncu= 
poschafruns St.llun; cls Memuften;tur ruer iic politische Gcstal- 
cutschen Runtfunks” mir wöbertroeen, gleichzeitig 
funk" in scinem |inistorium, 
cutschen ~lliteoriechen Zusammenbruch 


1942 wurde um Runifunk in Deutschland cine 

Lrcmcseur fucr lic Unturstwtzung der Kriops= ; 
fuchrun? durch dio Srciton aam r un frank crschicn cls das 
einzi ittal D icun hinti on damals weit /csDarmntcon Jcut= 
schon Fronten zu fuslL.n, Fs wircc ichor dem fun! funkwesen innor 
halb des Reicheministcriums fuer Volksmfklacrun und Propegande 
im vorhacltnismecssi:: \ hzen ic Stellun cincracunmt, Wachrend 
reine Vorzaunstr sls Leit or ")btcilun’ Runlfunkt Nuocksicht hate 
ton nonm sson 2,2. auf dic upngeh der /.>tciluncen Tropagandn, 
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lfunkn>dtcilrm ‘ war meins Wissens bei allen 
© gleiche; neichsartsleiter Rundfunk der Rcichs- 
prop ancal E dor NSDAP gevosen, Ich wurde dics nicht, da ich 
stota als per*cipo)} h unguverlacssir colt, und mip Ansokon und 
Firfluss : Fachmann erworben hatte. Reichs mtslcitcr tundfunk war 
zulotzt Grupponfuchro i Schaefer, Dieser ator "Eee sich mi 
| Schwieriser fuor 1 ar dic Tatsacne, 
srcnten cor PA LLO itun, edi che 
chten hinsichtlich der Deruocksichti- 
iolistzsc cn Voltanschauung im Rund funkprogrenn 
mir lic rro.ssten Schwicri keiten, bis ich ihn nach 
lor muinor l j$ rbeiteor von ihm anrorichteten Skan- 
rousvarf, Dr, Couttois schickte ihn im Novonbor 1944 nach Ita- 
koinen Nachfolger unl ich fuchlte mich froicr in der 
Nundfunkprorrar's, Ich fuchrte in dor Folro z.D, den 
‘funk, der utor meinan Vorgacngorn verboten wor= 
und zwar au” dem Uz: uober Zoitlurkaufnchnmon 
scien und CVD chon Kirchon in der 
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or war moinc ufode, d „uffassun? mol» 
Entetehun., Nosen und Ziel deg Kriorss in Deutsch- 
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oo ‘Lichst Gel... anheit zum Hoeren vicle> Sundunrın 
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yoemlassen, Ich hatte das ab-olchnt 
ittclber vor cer Sondunr cine knappe 
oflerte, also halbfrei spraccho, 
Vor’zge unter der Dodinjunf), dass 
tc Thomon behandcln wuerde, 
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"ich bis 1942 jochrlich im Durchechnitt Sooo,-, soweit ich nich er 
innere., Nach Usbernchmo des Rum'funks ficl Civuse Binnahmes fast vool- 
li, fort, y 


Meines Tissens niemels als Loiter der “btcilune "Doutsche Presse", 

ohil aber mehrfach als Leitor der FondfonkrTteilunr und zwar orst 
a 191,3 uoto mahm ich in \bwesonheit von Dr. Goodels unl dos Sta: ts- 
Solrotecrs Dr, Naumann dio Leitunz der tre lichen 1l<Uhr Konforenz, 
dio Dr. Gocbbols mit scinen en-urmn “itarbcitern al hielt, Das war 
Surchschnitilich woshertjich cine) der Pall. Er pficste mir dann die 
Welsun en in Form cincs telonhonisch wbermlttolt.n Nonuskrintes DA 
ghen mi Iossen, ses an vicllcicht 5 Taron blioben solche S 
Sunzen aus; in diosen Faclien wranlassto ich sclbst das aktucll- 
publisistisch Notwontiro, 


In Anfang 1942, als ich Sollt im costlichon Kric-ssch uplatz war, 
sah ich cic ausrodchnton Vorbexit mom, dio fucr dio Desotzung und 
Verwaltunr der Gobicto, cic sich bis nach dor Krin orstreckten, Bo- 
Bucht worin waren un) ich Km -us moinen pcrsocnlichon Deobachtur- 
pon ou dum Schluss, diss or Krice ogen die Suwjct-Union schon icnre 
vor Soine Ausbruch geplant jowoson war, 
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